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A friend and self-described mentor of Amos Mortier, who disappeared from his Fitchburg home under mysterious circumstances in 2004, was charged in federal court Tuesday with taking part in a marijuana distribution ring in which two other former UW-Madison students have admitted involvement.

Destin Layne, 30, a Wauwatosa native who graduated from UW-Madison in 2001, was charged with taking part in the conspiracy between 2002 and Nov. 8, 2004, according to a charging document filed in U.S. District Court. Mortier disappeared on Nov. 8, 2004.

A plea hearing for Layne was set for Sept. 17, where she is likely to plead guilty.

Layne was mentioned in court Monday at a plea hearing for Brian Hutchinson, 34, who pleaded guilty to taking part in the conspiracy, which involved moving thousands of pounds of marijuana from the East Coast to Madison in 100-pound increments every two weeks.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Dan Graber told U.S. District Judge Barbara Crabb on Monday that had Hutchinson gone to trial, a witness would have testified that when Hutchinson moved to Portland, Ore., in 2003, he was told by Reed Rogala that Layne would become that man’s new source for marijuana.

Rogala, 32, of South Orange, N.J., has also pleaded guilty to taking part in the scheme. A written plea agreement in Rogala’s case stipulated that no statements he made would be held against him, “except for those statements regarding ... the murder of Amos Mortier.”

Hutchinson is scheduled to be sentenced on Oct. 29. Rogala’s sentencing is Nov. 6.

According to search warrants Fitchburg police filed in the Mortier investigation in 2005, Layne told police on Nov. 28, 2004, and April 11, 2005, that on Halloween weekend before his disappearance, Mortier seemed to be in a “desperate state of mind” because another man owed him money.

Layne said the money could have involved a drug transaction. Mortier said he did not want to confront the other man or go to police, she told investigators.

But the next week, she said, she called Mortier to check on him and he said he decided he was going to confront the man and threaten taking him to the police if their problem was not resolved, the warrants state.

But Mortier’s mother, Margie Milutinovich, said she has doubts about Layne’s story.

“Amos would not look for a fight,” she said. He “does not like confrontation and would have a hard time believing any friend of his would steal from him if that part of the story is even a true story.”


